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Introducing our New Programs Director
Dear Friends of the Forest,
My name is Alison Sheehey; it is with gratitude that I take over the
position of Programs Director for Sequoia ForestKeeper®. I thank
Valerie Cassity for her 11-years of service to this noble organization.
Valerie’s accomplishments are many and she is sorely missed at SFK
and in the community. Valerie established many programs that I
hope to continue while expanding into areas that might bring a
different light to life in the forest.
By manner of introduction, here is a little bit about your new
Programs Director. I have fought quietly (and sometimes noisily) for
30 years to protect the natural resources in Kern and Tulare
Counties. I moved to California from the east in 1976 and became a
permanent resident of Kern County in 1980. I have worked behind
the scenes on several projects of which many have had wonderful
conservation outcomes. Many land protection projects that I have been involved in have been
successful, but then, sometimes, the land management becomes fraught with ‘good old boy’ politics
and weak enforcement, which is why I continue to stay involved in fighting for the environment.
My love of nature has led me to learn about the natural resources of the entire region from the
beginning of a time when the region saw its first soil laid down as the continental plates crashed
together to form the desert portion of California. A billion years later the earth belched fire and
began the next phase of development of this magnificent land. The Sierra Nevada is a relatively
young terrain geologically speaking but it has some of North America’s most ancient plants and
animals.
I have spent many days and nights in the field: cataloging the animals and plants that live in the
region. A book of immense importance to my explorations is the “Flora of Kern County” by Ernest
Twisselmann. This single book was written by a rancher who was more scientist than many of those
with advanced degrees. I was privileged to meet some of his cohorts and work on projects that Mr.
Twisselmann brought to life.
My field experience has been with rare plants, wildflowers, trees, birds, reptiles, amphibians,
mammals, Native American villages, and geology.
There are many more areas that I would like to explore and learn about. You can learn a bit more
about me and my wandering nature on my personal website: www.natureali.org

Field Trip to the Kern Plateau
If you have the day free, please join your new programs director for
a fun exploration of the Sequoia National Forest’s Kern Plateau on
October 12, 2013.
We will look for fall colors and everything living we can find! RSVP to
alison@sequoiaforestkeeper.org and then meet at 7:30 a.m. at
Riverside Park in Kernville for carpooling.

Meet the SFK Board
Our current Board of Directors is full of amazing talent and drive. We
want to give you little bit of history about each. We are working on a
series of expanded profiles on our website. Please visit the immense
biography of Sequoia ForestKeeper® President at the link below.
Over the next few issues we will introduce the rest of our board and
staff.

Martin Litton – President
At 96 years young, Martin is a legend in the environmental
movement. He remains active to this day lobbying for protection of
our national treasures. His mission to protect Giant Sequoias
continues with his amazing connection to the media and politicians.
See his full biography here:
http://www.sequoiaforestkeeper.org/martin_litton__president.aspx

Habitats of the Sierra
Nevada
With this issue of our newsletter we will begin
a new series on the habitats of the forest. But
let’s start with a basic introduction to the
Sierra Nevada.
The biologically rich Sierra Nevada is part of
the California Floristic Province (CFP), one of
eleven floristic provinces in North America.
Three of the eleven floristic provinces
converge near the borders of Inyo, Kern and
Tulare Counties, making for an amazing mix
of habitats that are rich in the number of
plants and animals. Many migratory bird and
bat species find the mixture ideal to fly
through, breed, or overwinter. The CFP is one
of the five biodiversity hotspots in the world
with a Mediterranean climate, which is
characterized by hot, dry summers and cool,
wet winters.
The California Floristic Province contains a
wide variety of ecosystems, including:
sagebrush steppe, prickly pear shrubland,
coastal sage scrub, chaparral, juniper-pine woodland, upper montane-subalpine forest, alpine
forest, riparian forest, cypress forests, mixed evergreen forests, Douglas fir forests, sequoia forests,
redwood forests, coastal dunes, and salt marshes. Sierran forest types and alpine meadows grow

outward from the spine of California from Tehachapi northward into the mountains of southern
Oregon. Of the original 113,000 acres2 of the Californian Floristic Province vegetation, only 31,000
acres2 remains relatively native and pristine.
The Sierra Nevada, in which Sequoia National Forest and the Giant Sequoia National Monument are
found, is the largest montane subdivision in California. It is one of the five mountain ranges that
separate the valleys and coasts of California from the deserts. The coastal mountain ranges
separate the valleys or deserts from the coast.
Geographically the Sierra Nevada is a long ribbon of mountains. Four State Highways roughly
border the 400 mile long and 70 mile wide region. In the north State Highway 36 including
Fredoner Pass just south of Lassen National Park separates the Sierra Nevada from the Southern
Cascade Range. In the south State Highway 58 including Tehachapi Pass separate the Sierra
Nevada from the Tehachapi Mountains and the Transverse Range. Seventy miles wide, the Sierra
Nevada gently rises from the floor of the Central Valley (both the Sacramento and San Joaquin)
near State Highway 99, to its highest peaks before rapidly plunging into to the two desert floristic
provinces of California; Great Basin Desert and Sonoran Desert (Mojave subprovince) near US
Highway 395.
The Sierra Nevada is the watershed for much
of California and western Nevada. To get a
mental picture of a watershed: imagine a patio
umbrella, the water begins to fall at the top of
the umbrella and finds its way down a
particular channel, the water that sheds off the
umbrella and falls on different areas of the
patio, these would be the rivers that carry the
water to the valleys below. If all of the water
that fell made its way into one flowerbed then
you would only have one watershed, but if a
few of the channels fell onto your vegetable
bed on the other side of the walkway, then this
could be considered in a separate watershed
(in a very microscopic way).
Our part of the Sierra Nevada, in and around
Sequoia National Forest, Monument, and Park
falls into two major watersheds that have their
peak along the spine of the Sierra from near
Mount Whitney to the three highest peaks in
the southern mountain sections: Piute Peak –
Piute Mountain, drains to both watersheds,
while Sunday Peak – Greenhorn Mountains and
Breckenridge Mountain only drain toward the
San Joaquin Valley watershed. The rain that is
channeled into the desert is considered part of the South Lahontan Watershed. The rain that is
channeled into the southern San Joaquin Valley is considered part of the Tulare Lake Watershed.
Many rivers feed into the valley watershed.
Five biota types based on elevation are found in the southern Sierra Nevada.
Arid climate: pinyon pine/juniper woodland – found between 5,000–7,000 ft. in elevation.
Mixed climates: lower montane forest – found between 3,000–8,500 ft. in elevation.
upper montane forest - found between 7,000–10,500 ft. in elevation.
subalpine - found between 9,000–11,500 ft. in elevation.
alpine – found above 10,500 ft. in elevation.
In the next newsletter we will describe these biotas and begin to break them into their component
niche habitats and take a literary walk through a virtual garden of the various plants and their uses
in nature and human culture.

Transfer the Monument to the Park Service
In June we sent out an action alert asking you to sign our letter to President Obama asking him to
use his Executive power to transfer the Giant Sequoia National Monument into the care of the
National Park Service. In our letter to USDA Forest Service Chief Tom Tidwell, SFK expressed that
in order to have an acceptable plan for the Monument, the Forest Service needed to include three
critical elements:
1.

A protocol that assures compliance with the proclamation’s strict limits on tree removal.

2. An alternative in a revised or supplemental DEIS that truly implements the vegetation
management successfully practiced next door at Sequoia-Kings Canyon National Park.
3. Guidance from the Scientific Advisory Board required by President Clinton’s proclamation in
April, 2000, that established the Giant Sequoia National Monument.
The Forest Service’s newest management plan for the Monument includes practices that could
irrevocably harm the ecosystem of the sequoias, and we need your help to ensure that the sequoias
are truly protected now and for future generations.
Have you signed yet? If not, click below and take a minute to do so. You can help be the change!
Please tell your entire mailing list to sign!
http://www.thepetitionsite.com/830/290/552/urge-president-obama-to-protect-the-sequoias/

Hot Links
Watch our Video: Destruction for Profit. This captioned video about protecting Giant Sequoia
habitat. Performed by Valerie Cassity, Scott Costa, and Michael Callison. Original music and lyrics
by Ben Parsons and Valerie Cassity © 2003. http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DrcQ02hoPyU
Watch our Video: Kern Community Foundation has produced a brief video about Sequoia
ForestKeeper®’s mission, goals, and activities. It’s a great summary of what we do! Click here to
watch the two minute video now.
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XEZ7I2WIkRk
Science News Relative to the Sequoia National Forest and Monument
Legless lizards get more of a leg to stand on: DNA studies determine that not one but five
species of legless lizards live in California. All five can be found only in Kern County, but one species
range extends into northern and another species range extends into southern California.
http://mczbase.mcz.harvard.edu/specimen_images/publications/Breviora_536.pdf
Evidence that Fragmentation Causes Extinction: A new unplanned experiment in Thailand
shows how Mammals on fragmented habitats go extinct within 20 years. This startling result has
implications on how development and logging in our local forests causes unintended consequences.
http://www.nytimes.com/2013/09/27/science/in-fragmented-forests-rapid-mammalextinctions.html?_r=3&

Adopt a Sequoia
For only $100 for a single tree and $2,500 for a stand of sequoias* you can
give yourself or those you cherish a gift that will last for generations! All
proceeds will be used to continue our work to protect and preserve the giant
sequoias and their ecosystem.
*Adoption of sequoia does not indicate legal ownership
Sequoia Adoption includes:
A beautiful certificate of adoption
GPS coordinates of your adopted sequoia
A map so you can visit your tree or stand of trees
A lovely 8x10 color photo of your tree or stand
CLICK HERE TO ADOPT A SEQUOIA

SFK's Facebook Page
Sequoia ForestKeeper® has a Facebook page! Like us to learn about what is going on around the
Southern Sierra Nevada. We post information about including timber sale notices, special events,
victories, photos, and other relevant information. We hope to see you there!

Donate now to support our work.
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