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Support SFK  
If you shop at Amazon.com you can support Sequoia ForestKeeper® with no expense to you. Amazon.com donates 
.5% of every purchase to SFK if you use the link: smile.amazon.com and name Sequoia ForestKeeper® as your 
charity.  

 

The Interns are Here 2015  
Welcome Andy, Angela, and James. 

So many questions to answer in just two short months. The Sequoia ForestKeeper intern team has arrived from far 
and near. This year we will continue our focus on the soils and moisture levels in sequoia groves. How will climate 
change exacerbated droughts affect sequoias with the additional stress of groundwater withdrawal? For the first 
time we have an amazing team of ecologists who have extensive experience in the study of soils.  

Andy, Angela, and James sit atop the two fallen giants next to the Sentinel trees on the Trail of 100 Giants. Photo by Ara Marderosian. 

 

Andy Liang  

I graduated from UCLA in 2014 with a degree in ecology 
and a minor in geographic information systems. Born 
and raised in Los Angeles, I am not too far away from 
home but it certainly feels like another world 
surrounded by a beautiful landscape. I was and 
continue to be awed by the massive Sequoias and the 
forest that surrounds them. Coming from a couple years 
of GIS experience, I am excited to lend my expertise to 
help save the Sequoias! 

 

 

mailto:alison@sequoiaforestkeeper.org?subject=Unsubscribe_Please
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Angela Vaughan 

Having grown up in remote northcentral Washington 
with parents that encouraged time outdoors and who 
fostered an appreciation for nature, from a young age I 
developed a curiosity for different ecosystems and the 
species therein.   

In June 2015 I graduated with a Bachelor’s of Science 
from the University of Washington where I majored in 
Environmental Science and Terrestrial Resource 
Management.  Over the past year I have taken a focus 
in forest soils, spending time working with professors 
and PhD students on their projects as well as 
addressing questions of my own. 

During my time with Sequoia ForestKeeper I look 
forward to using my knowledge of soils to develop a 
greater understanding of the incredibly complex 
ecosystems within the Sequoia National Forest.  I have 
always been fascinated with Giant Sequoias, but no 
amount of reading or time spent looking at pictures 

could ever replace the experience of standing among these beautiful trees.  It is for this reason that I am so excited 
for the opportunity to continue pursuing my personal interests while being able to contribute to the ongoing efforts 
of SFK to protect the remaining forests.   

 

James Dickinson 

I am from a small island in the English Channel called 
Guernsey and just completed my Master’s degree in 
Environmental Biology at the University of Pennsylvania 
before beginning this internship with Sequoia 
ForestKeeper.  

This internship seems like it will be a fantastic 
opportunity to get to spend a great deal of time in the 
famed Sequoia forests, not only to see them but to gain 
a much more detailed understanding of their ecology. 
My first experience in the Sequoia groves was a breath 
taking one. No amount of reading or looking at pictures 
can prepare you for the real thing. It is exciting to think 
that the work we will be doing over the next eight 
weeks will directly help to preserve these forests for 
the enjoyment of future generations.   

I hope that I can contribute my knowledge of forest 
ecology and soil sampling to this year’s intern team to 
help to improve our understanding of some of the basic 
soil processes that are occurring within the Sequoia 
National Forest. This will hopefully give us an insight 

into what impacts humans have had on the soil system within the forest and what these impacts may mean for the 
future of this area. 

 

Soil Nutrient and Moisture Research  
Soils are essential for supporting every form of terrestrial ecosystem and provide services 
such as anchorage, nutrients, gas and water provision, and climate buffering.  Humans 
are having a wide range of impacts on the soil system, these are predominantly negative.   

This summer the interns are focused on establishing a soil testing protocol that can be 
added to existing Sequoia ForestKeeper surveys to provide greater insight into whether 
anthropogenic impacts in the Sequoia National Forest are likely to have a significant 
impact on the long term viability of sequoia groves.  It is hoped that introducing soil data 
to the studies that have already been conducted by past intern cohorts will contribute 
toward a greater understanding of the processes occurring within the Sequoia National 
Forest. 

The study area is within the Giant Sequoia National Monument boundary which is 
contained inside of the Sequoia National Forest.  Soil samples will be collected and 
compared across sites representing one of five different ecosystem types: 1) logged 
sequoia groves, 2) unlogged sequoia groves, 3) meadows, 4) mixed conifer woodlands, 
and 5) deciduous oak woodlands.  Initially, two sites for each condition will be chosen and 



ten 10 X 10 meter plots will be randomly selected within these sites.  A second level of randomization will be 
introduced using a random number generator to obtain the quadrants for two sample points within each plot.  

 

Judge Rules – No Logging in the GSNM 
On June 5, 2015, Sequoia ForestKeeper® 
(SFK), a nonprofit organization, won a 
judgment in its lawsuit against the U.S. 
Forest Service for approving a logging 
project in the Giant Sequoia National 
Monument. 

The Hume Roadside and Recreation Site 
Hazard Tree Project was unlawfully 
attempting to sell trees from within The 
Monument where tree removal is restricted 
by Presidential Proclamation to where 
“clearly needed” for ecological restoration 
and maintenance or public safety. 

The judge’s opinion establishes justifiably 
tough standards the Forest Service must 
meet if it ever wants to remove trees from 
the Monument in the future.  Read the full 
story by clicking here. 

 

When is a Productive Mosaic Burn Unacceptable 
Last summer was an adventure for our amazing intern team, not just for the data they collected but they 
learned what it is like to live in fire country. The Greenhorn Mountains have been threatening 
conflagration for years but through luck, no human has set that beautiful forest ablaze, until last year. 
Three fires, caused by humans, burned mostly in chaparral where the flames were intense and the burn 
severe. In the mixed conifer forest, the Shirley Fire had flames that ran through some of the trees but the 
forest is mostly intact and natural openings were created for many animals. The Shirley Fire burned 
through 2,545-acres on the eastern slopes of the Greenhorn Mountains near Cook Peak but only 142 
acres burned in the forest. The Forest Service now plans to salvage log dead and “damaged” trees.  

In late June we visited one of the cutting units already excessively thinned by the recent Ice Timber sale 
and found 15 species of birds along with many types of wildflowers carpeting the ground. Mechanical 
removal of trees will devastate the sensitive soil and remove the homes for woodpeckers and cavity 
nesters. And we found evidence of the Pacific Fisher and actually photographed one in late June 2015.  

We implore the kind people of the Forest Service to let nature heal this supposed wound and 
concentrate on doing restoration of the chaparral above the homes in Wofford Heights to prevent 

http://sequoiaforestkeeper.org/pdfs/Sequoia_ForestKeeper_Hume_Hazard_Project_Decision-press%20release%20-%20734%20words.pdf
http://sequoiaforestkeeper.org/pdfs/Sequoia_ForestKeeper_Hume_Hazard_Project_Decision-press%20release%20-%20734%20words.pdf


mudslides in future rains from inundating the community below. If the El Nino becomes as big as 
predicted, that community is going to need plenty of preventative measures now. 

 

Forest Service revising Plans again and Logging is 
on their agenda  
No matter how it is characterized, the Forest Service continues to disguise logging under the guise of forest 
protection. Marketable trees are going to burn or fall on people, so they NEED to be cut; dead trees without a 
timber mill in their future don’t seem to be much of a concern to the agency, even though gray pine and pinyon 
pine have also been killed by the drought and can burn or fall on people, too. Maybe the objective is really just to 
keep using the forest as a crop until the Forest Service has harvested every last tree. We believe that intact 
watersheds and homes for native plants and wildlife are more important than killing trees to be shipped overseas. 
Sequoia ForestKeeper knows that droughts are followed by floods and with few trees to hold back storm water, 
communities will flood. We are continuing to look at all projects to keep the forest intact and the valleys safer. 

 

Please Support Sequoia ForestKeeper® 

Help us protect tomorrow’s legacy by supporting SFK with a membership today. CLICK HERE FOR OUR SECURE 
DONATION PAGE HERE 

Visit our website, join us on Facebook, follow us on Twitter, view us on YouTube, and most importantly contact us to 
take a walk with us in your forest.  

Mapping Giant Sequoia Groves 
Giant Sequoias grow naturally only on the western slopes of the Sierra Nevada from Placer County to Tulare County. 
Sequoia ForestKeeper® loves all sequoias but our primary area of interest is the 40 or so groves found within the 
Giant Sequoia National Monument. Several groves have multiple land owners. The map will continue to evolve and 
it pinpoints the locations of all of the named Sequoia groves from the southernmost grove, Deer Creek Grove to the 
northernmost, Placer County Grove. https://goo.gl/yoRvJc 

Most groves on the map are accompanied by 
descriptions and, if you click on a grove, you 
can get exact directions to the grove from 
your location. For example, here is the 
description for the Starvation Grove. 

Starvation Grove - Giant 
Sequoia National Monument 

This grove contains the last known condor 
nest tree in the Sierra Nevada. Loggers found 
a condor pair with a chick in 1984. Up to 30 
mature sequoias are in this grove. This 
moderate-size sequoia grove lies 
approximately 1 kilometer (0.6 mile) west of 
Powderhorn Grove and some 5 kilometers (3 
miles) northwest of the southernmost grove, 
Deer Creek.  

And you can Adopt-a-Sequoia as a fun way to 
help fund Sequoia ForestKeeper®.
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Adopt a Sequoia   
For only $100 for a single tree and $2,500 for a stand of sequoias* you can 
give to yourself or those you cherish a gift that will last for generations!  All 
proceeds will be used to continue our work to protect and preserve the 
giant sequoias and their ecosystem.     

*Adoption of sequoia does not indicate legal ownership 

Sequoia Adoption includes: 

 A beautiful certificate of adoption 

 GPS coordinates of your adopted sequoia  

 A map so you can visit your tree or stand of trees 

 A lovely 8x10 color photo of your tree or stand 
 
CLICK HERE TO ADOPT A SEQUOIA – If you pay online, please add the $5 
processing fee so Sequoia ForestKeeper can expedite your gift. 

 

SFK's Facebook Page  
 Sequoia ForestKeeper® has a Facebook page! Like us to learn about what is going on around 
the Southern Sierra Nevada. We post information, including timber sale notices, special events, 
victories, photos, and other relevant information.  We hope to see you there! 

Donate now to support our work.  

Sequoia ForestKeeper® · P.O. Box 2134 · Kernville, CA · 93238 

We have sent this message to you because, as a member of Sequoia ForestKeeper®, one of your benefits is to receive periodic alerts and news. SFK respects 
your privacy! To stop receiving this e-newsletter from Sequoia ForestKeeper®, click here to unsubscribe. Sent with recycled electrons... think about a tree 
before you print this email. 
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