
      

 

 

SEQUOIA  

FORESTKEEPER® 

E-UPDATE 

2017 

 

 

Time to Give Thanks 

Thank you to our many donors and supporters. The professional staff and board appreciate all monetary donations 

in addition to help in getting the word out that the health of the forest and its denizens are as important as 

economic health, actually more so, since humans are healthy when the environment is healthy. SFK is the eyes, 

ears, and voice of the forest and the voice of the many people who understand that the legacy of the forest is not 

what we take from it, but what we leave. Thank you from the bottom of our hearts.  

Sequoia ForestKeeper® Litigation 

Tree die-off (Joey, Summit, Bald Mountain Logging) Litigation 

The Forest Service abandoned the Summit project as a timber sale and issued a Decision Memo to revamp the 

project as a non-commercial hazard project on 700 acres in the WUI.  The work was expected to begin in fall of 

2017, but we have not seen evidence of it beginning as of 27 December 2017.  

The Joey and Bald Mountain projects are on hold with no decision expected until 2018. Logging has not yet taken 

place and is not expected to begin until late summer of 2018 after re-analysis. 

Frog-Rancheria logging litigation 

For Rancheria, we forced the Forest Service to take a hard look at the impacts to Pacific fisher from the tree die-

off and changed circumstances, and they agreed that there could be significant cumulative impacts, if the project 

proceeded without further re-analysis.  Although the Forest Service reached their conclusion without an order 

from the court, the goal has been realized, and the Forest Service will prepare a supplemental Environmental 

Assessment (EA).  For Frog, we did not achieve our goal to halt the logging, because the court ruled against our 

claims.  Therefore, the logging of roughly 147 of about 850 remaining acres has occurred without a full re-analysis 

of effects to the Pacific fisher.  With regard to the remaining acreage not yet logged, SFK has filed an appeal of the 

court’s ruling to the 9th Circuit with pro bono help from the law firm of Paul Hasting, but we aren’t likely to see 

results from that appeal until the summer of 2018. 

Bull Run & Spear Creek Logging Litigation 

We filed our complaint against the Bull Run Project in the U.S. District Court for the Eastern District of California, 

Fresno Division on September 29, 2017 with our partner, the John Muir Project of Earth Island Institute.  We then 

filed a motion for preliminary injunction to halt implementation of the project for 2017, which the court denied 

on December 5, 2017.  Most logging will not occur until the spring of 2018, and we will continue to try to achieve 

our goal through summary judgment briefing in the early part of 2018. 

As our founding President, Martin Litton repeatedly said, “If we don’t lose 50 percent of our cases, we aren’t 

trying hard enough to protect the forest! “   

 

Why Support SFK?  

 

http://www.sequoiaforestkeeper.org
http://www.sequoiaforestkeeper.org/
http://www.sequoiaforestkeeper.org/


If you shop at Amazon.com you can support Sequoia ForestKeeper® at no expense to you. Amazon.com donates 

0.5% of every purchase to SFK when you use the link: smile.amazon.com and name Sequoia ForestKeeper® as your 

charity.  

Our founder, Martin Litton said, "When you compromise nature, nature gets compromised. It’s gone, it’s hurt, it’s 

injured, and you gain nothing back ever."  

 Our first and foremost priority is to monitor the activities of local agencies by reading and responding to 

every project that will have a deleterious effect or a cumulative impact on the varied ecosystems of the 

southern Sierra Nevada.  

 The effects of climate change are evident and happening at an escalating pace in the southern Sierra 

Nevada. Two effects not integrated into other climate science or forest management cumulative impacts 

analyses are the impacts of water extractions from forested ecosystems on the remaining trees in the 

ecosystem and the destruction, by tree removal, of mycorrhizal fungi/root systems that feed nutrients 

from the soil and dead and dying trees to thriving trees in the ecosystem. Out of sight out of mind is no 

way for managers to promote ecosystem integrity. SFK’s goal is to make water extraction and mycorrhizal 

relationships standard with every environmental review.  

 Educating the community is key to protecting the environment. Sequoia ForestKeeper® teaches public 

servants and the general public about why safeguarding all of the species in every niche in the ecosystem 

is necessary to protect the watersheds of the forest. Not everyone understands that southern Sierra 

Nevada watersheds must remain intact to protect the downslope communities from floods and landslides. 

But with knowledge, citizens can direct the Forest Service to stop pretending that the motorcycle lobbyists, 

mining, grazing, or logging industries are benefiting the ecosystem.  

 SFK is not an adversarial organization: we strive to collaborate with agencies, working within the local and 

environmental communities to build and sustain long-term relationships to foster the understanding that 

each individual must make conscious decisions at every step and walk a gentler path to create a legacy of 

a healthy planet to sustain mankind. 

 

Monuments Attacked - Giant Sequoia National Monument is a 

Treasure worth Protecting 

No matter how the argument is framed, Giant Sequoia National Monument is not large enough to protect all of 

the unique biological, geological, and historical resources that exist within the entire Sequoia National Forest. The 

Trump Administration wants to shrink the Monument, but it should be expanded, not shrunk. An ecosystem is only 

whole when it includes the root zone and entire aquifer of that ecosystem. Giant Sequoia National Monument 

protects giant sequoias not just at the boundary of the canopies of sequoias, but throughout their expansive, 

interconnected root system with other trees within the aquifer that supports these most massive living things on 

earth.  

The logging industry seeks to unsustainably log a variety of other trees within the watershed of the Sierra Nevada 

for short-term profit. Floods and landslides will ensue, like the 2014 landslide that engulfed 49 homes and other 

structures east of Oso, Washington. If this logging continues, loggers will inevitably cut themselves out of jobs and 

may even cost them their lives. http://old.seattletimes.com/flatpages/local/oso-mudslide-coverage.html 

Keeping Giant Sequoia National Monument intact makes cents (and lots of dollars). California’s non-consumptive 

recreation economy generates 80% of all recreation revenue; approximately $73 billion in consumer spending, $5 

billion in state and local tax revenues, $24.3 billion in wages and salaries, and 552,000 jobs, excluding the 

consumptive sports of motorized vehicle recreation and hunting/fishing, which account for another 20% of 

revenue according to the Outdoor Industry Association.  

The privatization of public lands is unquestionably ill-advised and will lock up lands more than any other action. 

Leased public lands are emblazoned with keep out/no trespassing signs. Usurious fees are charged at concessioner 

campgrounds making what are supposed to be “public” lands playgrounds only for those who can afford to pay. 

The concessionaire parking area at the Trail of a Hundred Giants does not accept the National Lands Interagency 

Passes, making those who support our public lands have to pay twice. The claims that, by shrinking boundaries of 

national monuments, these lands will be returned to “the people” is patently false. The reality is that control of 

these lands will be turned over to corporations for exploitation and profit. 

102 million trees died in the Sierra Nevada before the drought ended, yet green tree logging projects continue. A 

scan of satellite images in Google Earth reveals millions of acres of clear-cut forest in the mountains of the West 

Coast of the United States and Canada. These now treeless areas are on public and private lands from the Tongass 

https://smile.amazon.com/
http://old.seattletimes.com/flatpages/local/oso-mudslide-coverage.html


National Forest in Alaska down to Stanislaus National Forest in California. Sequoia ForestKeeper® has fought for 

16 years to keep clearcutting from ever reoccurring in our local Sequoia National Forest.  

The Forest Service recently marked 300-year-old trees for death because the term "hazard tree" is how the loggers 

can now excuse logging ancient trees without environmental review. In this region it takes a Ponderosa pine 100 

years to grow to 30 inches in diameter.  The Forest Service is not allowed to log trees over 30 inches unless they 

are deemed "hazard trees." What a morass.  

The Tulare County Board of Supervisors stated in their letter to Secretary Zinke that 20% of Giant Sequoia National 

Monument has burned in the past two years, implying Monument management that prevents commercial logging 

is bad and causes fire. Actually, since the monument was proclaimed, 29.6% of the Monument has burned while 

over 40% of Sequoia National Forest where logging is a standard practice outside the restricted Monument has 

burned, so how is reducing the Monument going to reduce the fire when the forest that focused on commercial 

logging burned more vigorously and mostly at the hands of people starting wildfires along roadways and trails? 

(See details below in “Surprise, Surprise: Fires worse where logging occurs”.) The numbers don’t lie; less logging 

and less motorized human access mean less fires in wildlands.  

Wildlife can tolerate a certain amount of fire and some actually thrive in burned forests, but they cannot tolerate 

a forest that is cut down for human development or supposedly “to protect humans” from “hazards.” If trees have 

to be thinned then the government should repopulate the Monument with nature’s tree thinner, the porcupine. 

The Forest Service alongside the logging industry poisoned and shot the last southern Sierra Nevada porcupine in 

the early 1970’s; it is time for nature to resume control and humans to step aside, so that the legacy of forested 

lands may live for generations to come.  

Keep contacting your Representatives and Senators to let them know that even though the "comment" period is 

over, our voices must still be heard above the din of chainsaws . . . Leave our National Monuments Alone! 

 

Legislation Proposed to Harm the Environment 

H.R.2936 - Resilient Federal Forests Act of 2017  

Another give away to industries that find nature just something to profit from, not to protect. The sad thing about 

this exploit at all costs logic is, the forest will disappear with completely unsustainable logging and loggers will 

again find themselves out of jobs because it takes at least a century for trees to grow back again.  

Logging in the 1980s under James Watt resulted in the Bush Administration legislation of the 1990s that had to 

restrict logging on public lands to save something for the next generation and to save wildlife that can't just move 

when their communities are gone.  

The private loggers have destroyed most of the forests of the west and now want to sate their greed by logging 

our public forests. A quick scan of Google Earth demonstrates this devastation. As Dr. Chad Hanson says, “the 

biggest threat right now that our national forests face is not fire. The threat is logging.” 

H.R.3990 - National Monument Creation and Protection Act 

This is Congressman Bishop’s bill that is intended to destroy the Antiquities Act.  

S.605 and H.R.1483 - Litigation Relief for Forest Management Projects Act 

These two identical companion bills will prevent citizens from challenging bad Forest Service Projects. 

SFK’s 2017 Research Associates 

This summer, our research intern team and staff surveyed the proposed Joey Timber Sale and Cedar Fire 

Salvage project areas. We continued our remote wildlife camera monitoring. The team surveyed for 

groundwater wells and tree die-off areas. The team analyzed the difference in fire frequency between different 

agency’s land management plans, which revealed the startling reality that more logging does not prevent 

wildfires; logging increases wildfires.  

SFK received another small grant to conduct surveys to document the variety of flora and fauna species in the 

Southern Sierra Nevada to add to the online databases: iNaturalist, CalFlora, and eBird. Sequoia ForestKeeper® 

created three distinct projects by drawing KML (keyhole markup language) maps and uploading them to 

iNaturalist: Sequoia National Forest, Giant Sequoia National Monument, and Cedar Fire – post burn analysis. 

Check out our iNaturalist Projects: https://www.inaturalist.org/projects/giant-sequoia-national-monument , 

http://www.inaturalist.org/projects/cedar-fire-sequoia-national-forest-16-august-2016, and 

https://www.inaturalist.org/projects/giant-sequoia-national-monument
http://www.inaturalist.org/projects/cedar-fire-sequoia-national-forest-16-august-2016


http://www.inaturalist.org/projects/sequoia-national-forest-including-giant-sequoia-national-monument. The 

Cedar Fire project is to document the changes post fire and the beneficial aspects of fire to forest ecosystems.  

Two months was too short, so we asked our two amazing interns to each stay on for a few more weeks. We 

cannot speak highly enough about Alisa and Nick; they were an awesome team that contributed a great deal to 

our data collection efforts. Sequoia ForestKeeper® enjoyed the short time we had with these two interns who 

wrote essays, in their first week, on what they hoped to learn as SFK interns. Read these fun insights below.  

Nick Gabry 

I am one of two interns working for the Sequoia ForestKeeper® organization. I am originally from Oakland County 

Michigan and have just recently graduated from the University of Michigan in Ann Arbor. During my 

undergraduate career, I studied biopsychology and neuroscience, as well as ecology and evolutionary biology. I 

am currently taking a gap year (or two) prior to pursuing my secondary education. For my future plans, I hope to 

attend graduate school where I can attain a PhD. through studying the evolution of the avian brain, its 

dopaminergic brain structures, and its variance across species. In the mean time I have decided to pursue 

conservation work and plan to get as much experience in the field as possible before I start to look at which 

graduate programs would best suit me.    

Alisa Muniz 

I received my B.S. in Wildlife from Humboldt State University and have worked as a field ornithologist since 

2014. I am particularly interested in avian breeding and habitat ecology. At Sequoia ForestKeeper®, I hope to 

learn more about the legal and political aspects of environmentalism and how to be a more vocal and effective 

advocate for the natural world.  

 

Wildlife Camera Monitoring  

During the 2017 season, Sequoia ForestKeeper® research assistants and Program Director deployed a total of 5 

wildlife camera traps within Sequoia National Forest: 3 on the Kern Plateau, Kern River Ranger District, and 2 in 

the Greenhorn Mountains, Western Divide Ranger District. The main goal of the camera traps was to document 

any wildlife in the area with the ultimate goal of detecting Pacific fishers, a large member of the weasel family, 

of which the southern Sierra population is listed as California State Threatened.  

Camera traps were placed within drainages in close proximity to proposed logging units within the Joey and Frog 

#2 Timber Projects. Camera traps on the Kern Plateau collected data for eight weeks from 4 July - 28 August 2017, 

with the exception of location #1 which was knocked down in the first week of recording and was subsequently 

removed one week early, on 21 August 2017. Camera traps in the Greenhorns collected data for six weeks from 

18 July – 28 August 2017, though a camera malfunction resulted in no photos being taken at location #5 from 18 

July – 23 July 2017.  

Here is the breakdown of documented observations and data collected: camera stations: 5, camera survey period 

– eight weeks. Fifty-two unique events = thirteen species, eleven mammals, one bird, one butterfly.  We did not 

detect any fishers this summer.  

Table 1. Number of individuals and events captured on camera traps from 4 July 2017 – 28 August 2017, 
organized by species and location.  

 Kern Plateau Greenhorns Total 

 

#
1 #2 #3 #4 #5 

event
s individuals 

black bear 2 2 2 4 8 17 19 

gray fox 5 3 0 1 0 9 9 

Douglas squirrel 2 6 0 0 0 8 8 

lodgepole chipmunk 2 0 1 0 0 3 3 

bobcat 0 0 0 0 3 3 3 

cow 0 0 0 0 3 3 3 

mule deer 0 2 1 0 0 3 6 

coyote 1 0 0 0 0 1 1 

CA ground squirrel 0 0 0 0 1 1 1 

small rodent sp. 1 0 0 0 0 1 1 

mountain lion 0 0 0 0 1 1 1 

common raven 0 1 0 0 0 1 1 

CA tortoiseshell butterfly 0 1 0 0 0 1 1 

# species 6 6 3 2 5 13 Table prepared 

http://www.inaturalist.org/projects/sequoia-national-forest-including-giant-sequoia-national-monument


# events 13 15 4 5 16 52 by Alisa Muniz 
 

 

Cedar Fire Update – Black-backed Woodpeckers arrive 

Cedar Fire - http://inciweb.nwcg.gov/incident/4964/   

Last August, Sequoia ForestKeeper® staff was in the Greenhorn Mountains 

surveying the proposed Summit and Tobias Logging Project areas and 

enjoying the beauty of the mature forest. Within an hour of our leaving the 

forest, the Cedar Fire began. The Forest Service is now planning to 

extensively log a 600-foot swath along every road in the fire’s perimeter.  On 

July 18th, the fire-dependent Black-backed Woodpecker was found 

throughout the planned logging area. Black-backed Woodpeckers rely on 

larvae found beneath the bark of burned conifers that may remain suitable 

as a food source for at most seven to 10 years after fire; their populations 

are clearly synchronized to fire-related insect outbreaks and the Black-

backed woodpeckers remain threatened by post-fire logging of affected 

forests. With the Forest Service’s blessing, motorcycle advocates in the 

forest reoccupied trails and were clearing the forest they find annoying 

before the fire was fully extinguished. We are fighting to protect the Black-

backed Woodpecker from the egregious actions of the Forest Service, 

motorcycle extremists, and timber companies.  

Sequoia ForestKeeper® continues to monitor the proposed salvage logging sale areas and will continue to 

document the biological diversity within the forest, providing records in our archives of pre-fire life, and survey 

results for post-fire life. See our developing Cedar fire project on iNaturalist at 

[http://www.inaturalist.org/projects/cedar-fire-sequoia-national-forest-16-august-2016]. 

 

Condors Return to Sequoia National Forest   

The California Condor has been spending a lot of time flying over and roosting on the western slopes of Sequoia 

National Forest and Giant Sequoia National Monument. Sequoia ForestKeeper® is mapping the roost areas and is 

seeking funding to continue monitoring Condor activity. Over 200,000 flights and 50,000 roost events have been 

mapped between March and September of 2017. The map below just shows some of the areas where condors 

http://inciweb.nwcg.gov/incident/4964/
http://www.inaturalist.org/projects/cedar-fire-sequoia-national-forest-16-august-2016


roosted in the Monument and forest. We hope that next year this iconic bird will resume nesting in the southern 

Sierra Nevada.  

 

Surprise, Surprise: Fires worse where logging occurs   

Common wisdom from forest management agencies states that the more management in wildlands the greater 

the fire control. The Forest Service has been using the fire danger paradigm and the claim to protect Giant Sequoia 

National Monument by increasing logging and corporate access throughout the forest. While this plays well in the 

media, the data held by California Department of Forestry and Fire Protection (CAL FIRE) and National Interagency 

Fire Center (NIFC) do not seem to support this conclusion.  

Sequoia ForestKeeper® Research Associate, Alisa Muniz, and Programs Director, Alison Sheehey, reviewed publicly 

accessible fire data from CAL FIRE and NIFC from the time Giant Sequoia National Monument was declared in 2000 

through 2016. It turns out the fire frequency for the southern Sierra Nevada is almost non-existent where logging 

is prohibited. While the landscape for Sequoia National Park has a significant amount of rocky terrain, their fire 

frequency is still surprisingly low. 

Of course, they have been 

proactive the last 20-years by 

conducting prescribed burns in 

the understory. The following 

map using complete annual CAL 

FIRE data for the years 2000-2016 

shows fire frequency by agency 

and cause: Sequoia National Park 

has had only 3% of its land burned 

in wildfires, Sequoia National 

Forest, where logging is most 

frequent, has burned over 45% at 

least once (48% with the reburns 

included), and Giant Sequoia 

National Monument, where 

logging has been prohibited since 

2000, has burned 25.3% of its 

acreage.  

We intend to further analyze this 

phenomenon with fire data from 

2017 and include the Lion and the 

Pier Fires and submit a scientific – 

peer reviewed paper for 

publication with the help of the 

John Muir Project of Earth Island 

Institute.  

 

 

 

2017 SFK Actions  - click on links to go online for the pdf file to read. 

22 November 2017 

Petition to President Trump, Secretary of the Interior Zinke, and members of Congress from 20 organizations 

requesting Interior work to reduce the impacts of grazing on public lands. A petition was placed on 

petitions.whitehouse.gov but President Trump has removed the public's access to the government website.   

26 October 2017 

Comments to the Bureau of Land Management from Sequoia Forest Keeper® and the Kern-Kaweah Chapter 

Sierra Club regarding our opposition to a drilling project at Conglomerate Mesa. We asked them to protect the 

ecological and historical resources found in the area. We opposed the drilling project because of the presence of 

multiple special status and rare plant species, impacts to the historic Keeler-Death Valley trail, and to support 

local tribes in their opposition to this project because of the potential to limit and degrade their access to 

traditional gathering sites.   

https://server2.charityadvantageservers.com/client/SequoiaForestkeeper_M1PFK04LOE/pdfs/signon_letters/Grazing_impacts_Petition_to_Congress_DOI_22_Nov_2017.pdf
https://server2.charityadvantageservers.com/client/SequoiaForestkeeper_M1PFK04LOE/pdfs/signon_letters/Grazing_impacts_Petition_to_Congress_DOI_22_Nov_2017.pdf
https://server2.charityadvantageservers.com/client/SequoiaForestkeeper_M1PFK04LOE/pdfs/signon_letters/Grazing_impacts_Petition_to_Congress_DOI_22_Nov_2017.pdf
https://server2.charityadvantageservers.com/client/SequoiaForestkeeper_M1PFK04LOE/pdfs/comment_letters/171026-4_SC_SFK_BLM_Perdito_Exploration_Comment.pdf
https://server2.charityadvantageservers.com/client/SequoiaForestkeeper_M1PFK04LOE/pdfs/comment_letters/171026-4_SC_SFK_BLM_Perdito_Exploration_Comment.pdf


23 October 2017 

Multiple organizations strongly oppose HR 3115 that seeks to compel the U.S. Forest Service to exchange 6,650 

acres of contiguous National Forest land with PolyMet Mining Corp. for a proposed open pit copper-nickel sulfide 

ore mine. The PolyMet mine is deeply controversial and poses a threat to water quality, exceptional wetlands, 

endangered species, and Treaty-reserved rights and resources. Recent polling shows that a majority of 

Minnesotans are opposed to the proposal.   

26 September 2017 

Multiple organizations oppose “The Forest Management Improvement Act of 2017” (S. 1731), which 

does not protect communities from fire or ensure that our public forests are ecologically healthy. 

31 July 2017 

Letter in response to the California Department of Food and Agriculture’s CalCannabis Cultivation Licensing Draft 

Program Environmental Impact Report (“PEIR”). Sequoia ForestKeeper® believes that that the waste and 

unreasonable use of water within forests and surrounding watersheds is critically important for retaining the 

native species in the forests and watersheds of California.   

31 July 2017 

Comment letter from the Center for Biological Diversity, the Environmental Protection Information Center (EPIC), 

Sequoia ForestKeeper®, and Preserve Wild Santee response to the California Department of Food and 

Agriculture’s CalCannabis Cultivation Licensing Draft Program Environmental Impact Report (“PEIR”).  

9 July 2017 

SFK letter to Secretary Zinke expressing strong opposition to harming Giant Sequoia National Monument. 

26 June 2017 

Letter from 39 organizations voicing strong opposition to H.R. 2936, the “Resilient Federal Forests Act of 2017”.  

6 June 2017 

Multiple groups expressed their opposition to HR 1873, Electricity Reliability and Forest Protection Act.  

 

18 May 2017 

Support for Assembly Joint Resolution 15 – Protecting California’s national monuments and the integrity of the 

Antiquities Act. These organizations wrote to California legislators Assemblymember Aguiar-Curry and Senator 

Dodd to thank them for championing an effort to re-state California’s ongoing commitment to national 

monuments. The groups urge the legislature to pass Assembly Joint Resolution 15 (AJR 15) in time for the June 

8th anniversary of the Antiquities Act.  

8 May 2017 

Sequoia ForestKeeper® along with seven other environmental justice and environmental organizations wrote in 

support of California State Senate Bill 100 which expands 

California’s commitment to achieve the climate targets and ultimately the clean economy of 2050 if the author 

agrees to amendments to further restrict greenhouse gasses.  

10 April 2017 

This letter to the California Air Resources Board is to address their Proposed 2017 Climate Change Scoping Plan 

Update (“Proposed Plan”). The signers are fourteen individuals representing ten organizations and groups that 

work directly with low-income residents and residents of color who are disproportionately impacted by industrial 

pollution, toxic air emissions, and climate change. Our comments reflect our concerns that climate change 

solutions must protect all Californians, starting with those already overburdened by air pollution and climate 

change. 

4 April 2017 

Letter to Senator Charles Schumer requesting that he call for a roll call vote for Sonny Perdue's nomination to 

lead the US Department of Agriculture. Governor Perdue is a long time anti-consumer and pro-industrial 

agriculture and chemical corporate business person.  

17 March 2017 

Eleven science-based conservation groups including SFK, sent this comment letter regarding the 2017 Draft of 

the CalFire's California Forest Carbon Plan. The non-science base of the plan will likely cause substantial damage 

to forest ecosystems and habitats throughout California.  

https://server2.charityadvantageservers.com/client/SequoiaForestkeeper_M1PFK04LOE/10-23-2017_HR_3115_opposition_Letter.pdf
https://server2.charityadvantageservers.com/client/SequoiaForestkeeper_M1PFK04LOE/10-23-2017_HR_3115_opposition_Letter.pdf
https://server2.charityadvantageservers.com/client/SequoiaForestkeeper_M1PFK04LOE/10-23-2017_HR_3115_opposition_Letter.pdf
https://server2.charityadvantageservers.com/client/SequoiaForestkeeper_M1PFK04LOE/10-23-2017_HR_3115_opposition_Letter.pdf
https://server2.charityadvantageservers.com/client/SequoiaForestkeeper_M1PFK04LOE/10-23-2017_HR_3115_opposition_Letter.pdf
https://server2.charityadvantageservers.com/client/SequoiaForestkeeper_M1PFK04LOE/pdfs/signon_letters/170927_S1731_ThuneLoggingSign-on%20.pdf
https://server2.charityadvantageservers.com/client/SequoiaForestkeeper_M1PFK04LOE/pdfs/signon_letters/170927_S1731_ThuneLoggingSign-on%20.pdf
http://www.sequoiaforestkeeper.org/pdfs/comment_letters/SFKCalifRegsonCannabiscultivation.pdf
http://www.sequoiaforestkeeper.org/pdfs/comment_letters/SFKCalifRegsonCannabiscultivation.pdf
http://www.sequoiaforestkeeper.org/pdfs/comment_letters/2017-07-31%20COMMENTS.pdf
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https://server2.charityadvantageservers.com/client/SequoiaForestkeeper_M1PFK04LOE/pdfs/comment_letters/SFK_DOI_comment_GSNM_Review.pdf
https://server2.charityadvantageservers.com/client/SequoiaForestkeeper_M1PFK04LOE/pdfs/signon_letters/Oppose_HR_%202936_joint_letter.pdf
https://server2.charityadvantageservers.com/client/SequoiaForestkeeper_M1PFK04LOE/pdfs/signon_letters/Oppose_HR_%202936_joint_letter.pdf
https://server2.charityadvantageservers.com/client/SequoiaForestkeeper_M1PFK04LOE/pdfs/signon_letters/Oppose_HR_1873.pdf
https://server2.charityadvantageservers.com/client/SequoiaForestkeeper_M1PFK04LOE/pdfs/signon_letters/AJR_15_Sign_On_Support_Letter.pdf
https://server2.charityadvantageservers.com/client/SequoiaForestkeeper_M1PFK04LOE/pdfs/signon_letters/AJR_15_Sign_On_Support_Letter.pdf
https://server2.charityadvantageservers.com/client/SequoiaForestkeeper_M1PFK04LOE/pdfs/signon_letters/2017-05-08_SB-100_Support_if_Amended.pdf
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15 March 2017 

Bull Run Roadside Hazard Tree Mitigation Project Scoping Comments (2nd) for Sequoia ForestKeeper® & Kern-

Kaweah Chapter of the Sierra Club  

Ex. A - Draft Tobias Wildlife Report 

Ex. B - Draft Tobias MYLF Condor BA 

Ex. C - Draft Tobias Fisher Report 

Ex. D - Summit CE BE Animals 

Ex. E - Summit CE Fisher BE 

Ex. F - Piute Roadside & Hazard EA 

Ex. G - Bond et al. (2009) 

Ex. H - Hanson and Odion (2016) 

Ex. I - Beschta et al. 2004.ConBio 18.957-967 

Ex. J - Piute fire restoration FEIS 

Ex. K - Vista EA 

Ex. L - CBI Fisher Suitability PCA update statement 1-31-17 

Ex. M - CBI PowerPoint re Updated pca 2016eveg 2012gnn 1-31-2017 

15 March 2017 

Comments to CalFire about the California Forest Carbon Plan Draft by SFK and Conservation Congress. Our 

groups have major concerns that the draft plan relies heavily on false notions that carbon storage in harvested 

and manufactured wood products is equally valuable as carbon storage ongoing in green, living, trees that will 

continue to grow in our forests over time.  

27 February 2017  

SFK and others submitted a new comment letter to Supervisor Kevin Elliott regarding the significant new 

circumstances and information that we believe must be addressed in any supplemental analyses for various 

projects on the Sequoia National Forest. 

Addendum with Information from Forest Service - 1 Mar 17 

Attachments: 

1. Research and Development Newsletter 

2. 2017 Pine Tree Mortality Forecast 

 

Interesting News around the Net 

The fire science of Forest Service Fire Scientist, Jack Cohen, concludes, treat the home and the fuels within 200 

feet of structures to create defensible homes and spaces in the WUI. Use prescribed fire to reduce understory fuels 

beyond 200 feet from structures, near where humans are likely to start fires in the WUI. These are the smartest 

courses of action to protect communities. http://www.cbsnews.com/videos/in-the-path-of-fire/  

See Reducing the wildland fire threat to homes: Where and how much? Author: Cohen, Jack D. 1999 

http://www.treesearch.fs.fed.us/pubs/560. Treating farther from the structure than 200 to 300 feet causes 

unnecessary resource damage and can actually increase fire danger. 

Article from the New York Times celebrating the lives lost in 2017. This article sheds light on the troubling past 

sequoias have had since men of European descent first encountered these natural wonders. As 2018 arrives 

Sequoia ForestKeeper® is on the job fighting to protect the mighty giants and their neighbors from constant 

exploitation. https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2017/12/28/magazine/the-lives-they-lived-pioneer-cabin-

tree.html?smid=fb-share  

This article on Wilderness lost reminds us that adding bicycles to the wilderness will further degrade what has 

been lost. Biodiversity has never been more threatened by even the most well-meaning of humans. No more 

encroachment, life is hanging on by a thread in geological time. As Humans, we have to do better and fight the 

greed of our brethren. https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2017/dec/21/losing-the-wilderness-a-tenth-

has-gone-since-1992-and-gone-for-good?CMP=share_btn_fb  

Water loss caused the Sierra Nevada to grow during drought. http://www.latimes.com/local/lanow/la-me-ln-jpl-

mountain-water-20171213-story.html  

Move over Northern Flying Squirrel, because DNA says you really are a distinct species from the other populations 

of flying squirrel in North America. The Humboldt Flying Squirrel is the squirrel found in California. Sequoia 
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ForestKeeper® is actively working with researchers to document these nocturnal squirrels in Sequoia National 

Forest.  

http://www.washington.edu/news/2017/06/06/hiding-in-plain-sight-new-species-of-flying-squirrel-discovered/   

 

Mapping Giant Sequoia Groves 

Giant Sequoias grow naturally only on the western slopes of the Sierra Nevada from Placer County to Tulare 

County. Sequoia ForestKeeper® loves all sequoias, but our primary area of interest is the 40 or so groves found 

within the Giant Sequoia National Monument. Several groves have multiple land owners. The map will continue 

to evolve with information on all of the named Sequoia groves from the southernmost grove, Deer Creek Grove to 

the northernmost, Placer County Grove. https://goo.gl/yoRvJc  

Most groves on the map are accompanied by descriptions and, if you click on a grove, you can get exact directions 

to the grove from your location. For example, here is the description for the Cunningham Grove. 

Long Meadow Grove - Giant Sequoia National Monument 

The Trail of A Hundred Giants is in this 250 acre grove. Which has also been called the Dry Meadow Grove, this 

grove is one of the few in in the Kern River drainage. The grove is a good example of one with a substantial number 

of trees in which the younger-age classes of sequoia are abundant. Red fir, Abies magnifica, is an important 

member of the mixed conifer community here, although the Forest Service has destroyed much of the understory 

forest along the paved wheelchair accessible trail. A rare plant, Angelica callii, occurs near the grove.  

Directions: take the Great Western Divide Highway to the parking area privatized by the U.S. Forest Service and 

managed by California Land Management, parking fee is $5 for all, including Interagency Annual, Senior, Military, 

and Access Pass holders.  

 

 

http://www.washington.edu/news/2017/06/06/hiding-in-plain-sight-new-species-of-flying-squirrel-discovered/
https://goo.gl/yoRvJc


Adopt a Sequoia   

For only $100 for a single tree and $2,500 for a stand of sequoias* you can give to yourself or those you cherish a 

gift that will last for generations!  All proceeds will be used to continue our work to protect and preserve the giant 

sequoias and their ecosystem.     

*Adoption of sequoia does not indicate legal ownership 

Sequoia Adoption includes: 

 A beautiful certificate of adoption 

 GPS coordinates of your adopted sequoia  

 A map so you can visit your tree or stand of trees 

 A lovely 8x10 color photo of your tree or stand 

CLICK HERE TO ADOPT A SEQUOIA - 

http://www.sequoiaforestkeeper.org/adopt_a_sequoia_.aspx – If you 

donate online, please add the $5 processing fee so Sequoia ForestKeeper® 

can expedite your gift.  

 

SFK's Internet Presence  

Are you on Facebook? So is SFK. Is Twitter your style, SFK is there too! We have a presence on Google Plus, 

YouTube, Pinterest, and LinkedIn as well. Follow us to learn about what is going on around the Southern Sierra 

Nevada. We regularly post information, including timber sale notices, special events, victories, photos, and other 

relevant information, including our comment letters and appeals, so please follow us on Facebook for more 

frequent updates.  We hope to see you on the net!  

      

 

Please Support Sequoia ForestKeeper® 

Help us protect tomorrow’s legacy by supporting SFK with a membership today. Our online donation page is found 

at this address: https://www.networkforgood.org/donation/ExpressDonation.aspx?ORGID2=91-2154817 

Visit our website, join us on Facebook, follow us on Twitter, view us on YouTube, and most importantly contact us 

to take a walk with us in your forest. 

 

     Donate now to support our work      .     

Sequoia ForestKeeper® · P.O. Box 2134 · Kernville, CA · 93238 

We have sent this message to you because, as a member of Sequoia ForestKeeper® www.sequoiaforestkeeper.org one of your benefits is 

to receive periodic alerts and news. SFK respects your privacy, we do not share, rent, or sell your information! To stop receiving this e-

newsletter from Sequoia ForestKeeper®, click here to unsubscribe. Sent with recycled electrons... think about a tree before you print this 

email. alison@sequoiaforestkeeper.org  
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