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Dear Friends of the Forest,
Next month, I will be leaving my position as Programs
Director of Sequoia ForestKeeper® in order to begin a new
chapter of my life in Grass Valley, CA. It has been an
honor and a privilege to spend the past eleven years
working to protect and preserve the Giant Sequoias, and I
am forever changed by the experiences I have had here. I
want to thank Ara and SFK’s Board of Directors for being
so supportive during my time here. I thank as well all of
our members and supporters who have made working
here such an extraordinary experience. I plan to remain
involved with Sequoia ForestKeeper®, possibly as a board
member, and will continue to help find new, innovative
ways to protect and preserve the Giant Sequoias. I know
that this amazing group of dedicated people will accomplish our goal to protect the
forest, and I am proud to have had a role in SFK's mission. Thank you all for being
a part of Sequoia ForestKeeper®; you have helped to make this organization a
force in forest management and I appreciate each and every one of you!

Meet the 2013 Interns!
It's that time again; SFK's 6th Summer Intern Season has begun! These talented
young people arrived on June 3 and have been hard at work for the past month
gathering important information about the health of Sequoia National Forest. The
intern season will end with the Great American Campout, which will take place
once again at the beautiful Quaking Aspen campground in the Giant Sequoia
National Monument this August 9-11.

Jordyn Kahanamoku has just finished her junior
year at Clemson University in South Carolina, and
will graduate next May with a B.S. Degree in
Wildlife and Fisheries Biology. Jordyn was a standout applicant due to her field research and
backpacking experience, as well as her positive,
can-do attitude. Her most extensive research
experience has been with wildlife monitoring, so
she is an integral part of the 2013 season of Pacific
Fisher monitoring, which we are doing in a new area this year and could capture
evidence of the southern-most habitat of the threatened species. Jordyn is also a
fun-loving young woman, full of laughter and joy, and at the same time works hard
and isn’t afraid to get her hands dirty.
Nora Stedman graduated from Hampshire College
in Massachusetts with a B.A. in Human and
Ecological Health a mere week before packing up her
car and driving across the country to serve for the
summer as one member of our intern team. An
intelligent, kind, and nurturing young woman, Nora’s
research experience both in the U.S. and Costa Rica,
as well as her leadership qualities, made her a great
fit for our Intern program. In her application, Nora
let us know that, “ [Her] objective has been to
examine the importance of conserving wilderness, protecting biodiversity, and
maintaining healthy ecosystems not only for the sake of the environment but also
for the sake of human communities locally and globally.”
Matt Trenk earned his B.S. degree in
Environmental Science from Rochester Institute of
Technology in New York in Feb., 2011, and will be
earning his Master’s Degree in Environmental
Studies from Montclair University in New Jersey
next year. In addition to his education, Matt has
extensive experience working in the field, having
served last summer as a Wildlife Biologist Intern for
the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service at the Monomoy
National Wildlife Refuge. The previous summer he
worked as Biological Service Technician for the National Park Service at Devil’s
Tower National Monument. Matt is no stranger to the outdoors, as he has traveled
all over the US backpacking in many wildernesses such as the Adirondacks, the
Black Hills, and the Bighorn Mountains. He brings this same sense of adventure to
Sequoia ForestKeeper®.

Help us Protect the Monument Today
Recently we sent out an action alert asking you to sign our letter to President
Obama asking him to use his Executive power to transfer the Giant Sequoia
National Monument into the care of the National Park Service. In our letter to
USDA Forest Service Chief Tom Tidwell, SFK expressed that in order to have an
acceptable plan, the Forest Service needed to include three critical elements:
1. A protocol that assures compliance with the proclamation’s strict limits on tree
removal.
2. An alternative in a revised or supplemental DEIS that truly implements the
vegetation management successfully practiced next door at Sequoia-Kings Canyon
National Park.
3. Guidance from the Scientific Advisory Board required by President Clinton’s
proclamation in April, 2000, that established the Giant Sequoia National
Monument.
The Forest Service’s newest management plan for the Monument includes practices
that could irrevocably harm the ecosystem of the sequoias, and we need your help
to ensure that the sequoias are truly protected now and for future generations.
Have you signed yet? If not, click here and take a minute to do so. You can help
be the change! Please tell your entire mailing list to sign!

Hot Links
Watch our Video: Kern Community Foundation has produced a brief video about
Sequoia ForestKeeper® mission, goals, and activities. It’s a great summary of
what we do! Click here to watch the two minute video now.
Vote for the Giant Sequoias: Do you think that the Giant Sequoias are a unique
aspect of the planet Earth? Virtual Tourist is doing a poll to determine the “Eighth
Wonder of the World,” and the sequoias are on the list! Take a moment now to
vote for the Giant Sequoias to be considered the Eighth Wonder of the World!
Come to our Campout: Sequoia ForestKeeper® 6th annual Great American
Campout is coming up this August 9-11, and we would love to see you there!

Adopt a Sequoia
For only $100 for a single tree and $2,500 for a
stand of sequoias* you can give yourself or
those you cherish a gift that will last for
generations. All proceeds will be used to
continue our work to protect and preserve the
giant sequoias and their ecosystem.
*Adoption of sequoia does not indicate legal ownership
Sequoia Adoption includes:
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A beautiful certificate of adoption
GPS coordinates of your adopted sequoia
A map so you can visit your tree or stand of trees
A lovely 8x10 color photo of your tree or stand
CLICK HERE TO ADOPT A SEQUOIA

SFK is on Facebook

Sequoia ForestKeeper® has a Facebook page! We invite everyone to
come take a look and “like” us. We will be posting regular updates and
happenings, including timber sale notices, special events, victories,
photos, and other relevant information. Right now, you can check out
pictures that our interns are posting each week that show the
adventure they are having in the forest. We hope to see you there!

Donate now to support our work.
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