Spread the word »

SEQUOIA FORESTKEEPER®
E-UPDATE
February 2013

CONTENTS
Monument Management Plan Update
SFK Supports Forest Service OHV Project
Forest Plan Revision Underway
Another Fire Myth Dispelled
Adopt a Sequoia
SFK Facebook Page

Monument Management Plan Update
On Jan. 24, 2013, SFK filed intervention arguments
containing facts and arguments in support and
opposition to four appeals filed against the 2012 Giant
Sequoia National Monument Management Plan. The
next step in the appeal process is an appeal resolution
meeting, which took place with the Regional Forester on
Feb. 20, 2013. We will await response from the Chief of
the Forest Service before moving forward in the litigation
process.
To read our intervention arguments, as well as any other
documents regarding our 12-year effort to get a protective management plan for the Giant
Sequoia National Monument, click here.

SFK Supports Forest Service OHV Project
Sequoia ForestKeeper® is proud to support the Forest Service’s Boulder Gulch Off-Highway
Vehicle (OHV) Restoration Project. This project will decommission and restore to natural
conditions the illegal OHV trails in the popular Isabella Reservoir OHV-use area. In addition,
the agency plans to monitor OHV use and resulting ecological conditions. This is a step in the
right direction for the Forest Service, and we hope to see more projects like this in the future
that truly protect public lands while maintaining recreational opportunities.
Information about the project can be found here.

Forest Service Revising the Sequoia Management Plan
Sequoia National Forest has just begun the first phase of a three- year planning process that is

being undertaken to revise the forest plan created in 1988. Known as the Land and Resource
Management Plan, the document provides direction for Sequoia National Forest on managing
the full gamut of resources and activities covering everything from water, timber, and recreation
to tribal relations and ecosystems. Our forest is one of three national forests in the Pacific
Southwest Region to implement the new planning rule, which requires the plan to be updated
every 10-15 years, joining Inyo and Sierra National Forests as the first in this endeavor.
The Forest Service is currently gathering input on what important things the agency should
consider and assess, and everyone is welcome to comment. To read about this process and
make your voice heard, visit the Forest Service’s new interactive planning website.

Dispelling Wildfire Myths: Conifers and Carbon Part II
In each eUpdate, SFK is citing from a new study regarding wildfire in the Sierra titled "The Myth
of "Catastrophic" Wildfire: A New Ecological Paradigm of Forest Health" by Dr. Chad Hanson,
Ph.D., Executive Director of John Muir Project.

MYTH: Western U.S. conifer forests are becoming carbon

sources due to increased fire.

FACT: Western U.S. conifer forests are major carbon sinks,
where logging has been reduced.

The increase in available nutrients following fire, particularly
higher-intensity fire, can lead to substantial growth pulses,
which results in carbon sequestration. This includes post-fire
shrub growth, conifer regeneration, and growth release of
surviving overstory trees. The shrub growth and conifer
seedling/sapling regeneration alone – which are very vigorous
in high-intensity patches – can add many tons of sequestered
carbon within just several years post-fire. In a comprehensive
analysis of all fires over 15 years (1980-1995) in boreal forests in Canada and Alaska, it was
determined that it took an average of only 9 years after fire for forests to once again become
net carbon sinks. Unlike boreal forests, in most other western U.S. conifer forests, highintensity effects do not typically equate to 100% conifer mortality, and the largest several
conifers per acre, which can comprise the majority of the carbon stocks, tend to survive in a
given stand, in most cases. Relatively moderate post-fire growth increases (from nutrient
cycling) in these large surviving overstory trees can increase carbon stocks rapidly, and will
tend to reduce the time it takes for a postfire area to once again become a net carbon sink,
relative to fires in which there is zero tree survival. The magnitude of this effect in mixed-conifer
forests warrants careful study. Generally, the existing data indicate abundant natural conifer
regeneration after high-intensity fire in western U.S. conifer forests.
Researchers recently found that the highest carbon sequestration levels were in forests that
had previously experienced considerable occurrence of high-intensity fire. They concluded the
following: “Fire can kill but not combust all of the material in trees, leading to much of the
biomass carbon changing from the living biomass pool to the standing dead and fallen dead
biomass pools… The dead biomass then decays as the stand grows… Slow decomposition

rates can therefore result in large total carbon stocks of dead biomass and regrowing living
biomass.” (Keith et al. 2009). The authors noted that the results of their study, which was
conducted in Australia, are broadly applicable to other temperate forests globally, including
U.S. conifer forests. Conversely, as forest stands become ancient, in the long absence of highintensity fire effects, they can transition from carbon sinks (net carbon sequestration) to carbon
sources (net carbon emission) after about 600 years of age.

Adopt a Sequoia
For only $100 for a single tree and $2,500 for a stand of
sequoias* you can give yourself or those you cherish a
gift that will last for generations. All proceeds will be
used to continue our work to protect and preserve the
giant sequoias and their ecosystem.
*Adoption of sequoia does not indicate legal ownership
Sequoia Adoption includes:
2
2
2
2

A beautiful certificate of adoption
GPS coordinates of your adopted sequoia
A map so you can visit your tree or stand of trees
A lovely 8x10 color photo of your tree or stand
CLICK HERE TO ADOPT A SEQUOIA

SFK is on Facebook

Sequoia ForestKeeper® has a Facebook page! We invite everyone to
come take a look and “like” us. We will be posting regular updates
and happenings, including timber sale notices, special events,
victories, photos, and other relevant information. We hope to see you
there!

Donate now to support our work.
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