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Saying Goodbye the 2013 Interns
As the summer begins to cool down, and the school year ramps up, Sequoia
ForestKeeper® says goodbye to the 2013 Intern Team. Some return to college,
others begin their careers as members of the scientific community. Each of the
interns has bid farewell to the Kern River Valley in their own way.

Matt Trenk:
My time at Sequoia Forest Keeper was one of
the most memorable experiences of my life. Of
the three summer internships that I worked in,
this one gave me the most educational, outdoor,
political, and life experience. This is mostly
because this particular internship got me out to
the west coast of the United States, which I
thought I would never get to do until I either
got a full-time job or took a vacation. I got to
explore many highlights of California, both
inside and outside of work.
One of the most positive experiences of this
internship is the group of people that I worked
with. At first, I thought we would have a hard
time getting along in the beginning of the
summer due to our wide geographical
differences and lifestyles. But that quickly
turned false as everyone became friends on the very first day of work. All of my
colleagues helped me with my job every step of the way while working in and out
of the office. If I made a mistake, no one criticized me and only gave me positive
reinforcement. I could not ask for a nicer group of co-workers.
Overall, I would say that SFK has done an excellent job in teaching its interns
how work gets done in the field and in the office. There is no doubt that this

internship has given me plenty of diverse experience that compliments my past
work. I would gladly intern and possibly work full-time for SFK again if given the
chance.

Jordyn Kahanamoku:
As part of the 2013 summer intern team for
Sequoia ForestKeeper®, I encourage the
continuation of this program. Over the
course of these two and a half months I have
gained a wide range of experiences that
have exposed me to different field methods,
writing official documents for further use,
and presenting information that the team
has found. However, I have noticed a few
things that could change for the better of the
intern program and the organization as a
whole.
While I did enjoy all the many different projects that were done in the Sequoia
National Forest and the National Monument, it did not leave very much time for a
comparative analysis involving the Golden Trout Wilderness. I think that if half of
the summer were dedicated towards conducting identical surveys in wilderness
that would be very beneficial. The unmanaged area surveys would act as a good
‘control’ towards the surveys taken in managed areas. This would provide a better
picture as to what sort of management plan SFK can offer the Forest Service.
Spending more time in the wilderness area could be beneficial for projects such
as meadow vegetation comparative analysis, seedling/sapling surveys, and even
wildlife camera surveys for the Pacific Fisher and the Northern Flying Squirrel.
Being that I am primarily a Wildlife Biology student, I do not think that this
summer’s camera trapping was extensive enough to produce very viable results
especially since we were trying to document such a rarely seen animal. I realize
that I carry some bias when I say this. In order to have a more effective camera
trapping experience, more than 5 cameras should be used. Obviously the more
cameras the better, but I also understand that these cameras are quite expensive
and therefore might not be very high on this organization’s priority list. However,
there were less expensive ways that, in my opinion and previous experience,
could have made the camera traps more effective. One improvement is that we
probably should have used porcupine musk/scent instead of skunk gusto since
Pacific Fishers prey upon porcupines.
All the field equipment that was provided for us allowed us to get all of the
surveys done; however producing the GIS maps necessary to convey the results
that we came up with could have been more efficient. Getting an actual desktop
computer that would be solely dedicated, as a GIS computer would make this part
of the intern job a lot less stressful. The current laptop can barely handle the
computer power needed to run the GIS program.

I know that if these few setbacks were to be fixed it would not only provide more
valid and applicable information that could be used to help protect and better
manage the forest, but also create a more effective and efficient intern team.
Even without all of these changes, I thoroughly enjoyed my experience working
for Sequoia ForestKeeper® and intend to come back to visit those magnificent
giants of the forest that I have been so fortunate to be a part of protecting.

Nora Stedman:
I am so glad to have had the opportunity to
work with Sequoia ForestKeeper® this
summer. I had never been to the sequoias
before I began working with SFK, and I was
even more impressed with their majesty
than I anticipated. While field work can
mean long, tiring days and repetitive data
collection, we were more that rewarded
with the time we were able to spend in
some of the most beautiful sequoia groves
in the forest. Our numerous research
locations also gave me a chance to see and
photograph a variety beautiful wildflower species that are not native to the east
coast, where I grew up.
I appreciated having our work punctuated by our weekly trips to check the wildlife
cameras which we were hoping would provide photographic evidence of pacific
fishers in the Breckenridge area. Wildlife in the forest tends to be quite shy of
humans, so our wildlife cameras gave us an opportunity to see many of the large
mammals that are native to this region. While we found no pacific fisher, we
photographed both bobcats and mountain lions. I am encouraged by the presence
of these cats, as large predators are so vital for ecosystem health.
Seeing a California spotted owl while surveying sequoia saplings was a particular
highlight for me, as well as a keen reminder that the work we do is not only for
the trees, but for the plethora of species that rely on this unique ecosystem. And
finding the young trees themselves was also rewarding, as they are an
encouraging sign that the forest is continuing to regenerate itself and that this
impressive species will remain a unique fixture in California’s forests.
I hope that the work we have done this summer will enable Sequoia
ForestKeeper® to continue its important work in preserving these magnificent
trees and their ecosystem. I am grateful to leave SFK having expanded my
familiarity with ecological field methods and to have participated in this vital
conservation work.

Cooper Collins:

The heat and drought of this summer
has been the backdrop for a fulfilling and
exciting experience with our beloved
Sequoia ForestKeeper®. Ara, Valerie,
Matt, Jordyn, and Nora all have given me
memories and taught me lessons which I
will carry with me back to the Midwest. I
am forever thankful for the opportunity
that Ara and Valerie have afforded me.
The numerous studies and field days
filled my summer with valuable
knowledge and skills which will form the
foundation of my professional life to come.
From the giant sequoia groves to the meadows, the river valley to 9,800 feet,
Kern and Tulare counties contain some of the most amazing landscapes in the
country. My position with SFK gave me the unique opportunity to look deeper into
these features than the average forest visitor and have led me to locations to
which I would have never been exposed. I envy those who live happily in this
area: Kernville, Wofford Heights, Camp Nelson, and all the communities whose
back yard is the Sequoia National Forest. I have gained new appreciation for the
protected lands across America, and the threats which assail the preservation of
these sites.
For all of the work which the intern team has labored over this summer, and in
summers past, the pursuit of widespread appreciation and understanding of our
natural treasures is ongoing. Where money and “progress” blind the better
judgment of policy makers, organizations like SFK are necessary to return clear
vision. A utopian state of ubiquitous love of nature is a pipe dream, but the
average American can be convinced that preservation of nature, no matter the
cost, is in their best interest. When this is a reality, we will know that our sore
muscles and scarred legs are a proud reminder of our role in the struggle.

Help us Protect the Monument Today
Recently we sent out an action alert asking you to sign our letter to President
Obama asking him to use his Executive power to transfer the Giant Sequoia
National Monument into the care of the National Park Service. In our letter to
USDA Forest Service Chief Tom Tidwell, SFK expressed that in order to have an
acceptable plan, the Forest Service needed to include three critical elements:
1. A protocol that assures compliance with the proclamation’s strict limits on
tree removal.
2. An alternative in a revised or supplemental DEIS that truly implements the
vegetation management successfully practiced next door at Sequoia-Kings
Canyon National Park.
3. Guidance from the Scientific Advisory Board required by President Clinton’s
proclamation in April, 2000, that established the Giant Sequoia National

Monument.
The Forest Service’s newest management plan for the Monument includes
practices that could irrevocably harm the ecosystem of the sequoias, and we need
your help to ensure that the sequoias are truly protected now and for future
generations.
Have you signed yet? If not, click here and take a minute to do so. You can help
be the change! Please tell your entire mailing list to sign!

Hot Links
Watch our Video: Kern Community Foundation has produced a brief video about
Sequoia ForestKeeper® mission, goals, and activities. It’s a great summary of
what we do! Click here to watch the two minute video now.
Vote for the Giant Sequoias: Do you think that the Giant Sequoias are a unique
aspect of the planet Earth? Virtual Tourist is doing a poll to determine the “Eighth
Wonder of the World,” and the sequoias are on the list! Take a moment now to
vote for the Giant Sequoias to be considered the Eighth Wonder of the World!
Come to our Campout: Sequoia ForestKeeper® 6th annual Great American
Campout is coming up this August 9-11, and we would love to see you
there! Click here to get more details and register today!

Adopt a Sequoia
For only $100 for a single tree and $2,500 for a
stand of sequoias* you can give yourself or
those you cherish a gift that will last for
generations. All proceeds will be used to
continue our work to protect and preserve the
giant sequoias and their ecosystem.
*Adoption of sequoia does not indicate legal ownership

Sequoia Adoption includes:
2
2
2
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A beautiful certificate of adoption
GPS coordinates of your adopted sequoia
A map so you can visit your tree or stand of trees
A lovely 8x10 color photo of your tree or stand
CLICK HERE TO ADOPT A SEQUOIA

SFK is on Facebook
Sequoia ForestKeeper® has a Facebook page! We invite everyone to
come take a look and “like” us. We will be posting regular updates and
happenings, including timber sale notices, special events, victories,
photos, and other relevant information. Right now, you can check out
pictures that our interns are posting each week that show the adventure they are
having in the forest. We hope to see you there!

Donate now to support our work.
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