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DEAR FRIENDS OF THE FOREST,
ANOTHER YEAR IS COMING TO A CLOSE AND, REFLECTING BACK, I AM
PROUD TO SAY THAT SEQUOIA FORESTKEEPER® (SFK) HAS HAD AN

EXCITING AND SUCCESSFUL YEAR PROTECTING THE FOREST AND THE
CREATURES THAT MAKE IT THEIR HOME. WE ARE SO GRATEFUL TO
OUR MEMBERS AND FUNDERS WHO HAVE HELPED US CONTINUE OUR
MISSION IN THIS TIME OF ECONOMIC HARDSHIP, AND WE HOPE THAT
2013 BRINGS A BETTER ECONOMY SO EVERYONE CAN THRIVE.

2012 Year in Review
SFK's Legal Program: On March 19, 2012, a federal judge once again sided
with conservation groups in a dispute over public participation and transparency
in government decision-making. Under a Bush-era rule the U.S. Forest Service
could exempt certain projects from public notice, comment, and appeal by
citizens. Sequoia ForestKeeper®, along with eight other groups, argued that the
exception violated a federal statute that guarantees the public this fundamental
right. The court in the Eastern District of California issued a nationwide
injunction which immediately restores the public's rights to be informed and
participate in the management of all projects on the National Forests.
Most currently, on December 6, SFK filed an appeal against the Giant Sequoia
National Monument Management Plan, followed by another joint appeal with
Western Watersheds Project the next day. To read these appeals plus their
scientific exhibits, click here.

DONATE NOW TO SUPPORT OUR LEGAL PROGRAM
Fallen Giants: After receiving over 100

comments from the public about what to do
about the two giant sequoia trees that fell
upon the popular Trail of 100 Giants in 2011,
Sequoia National Forest decided on January
20, 2012, to reconnect the trail by
constructing a boardwalk alongside the fallen
giants. This decision is wonderful news, as it
means that the trees will be left intact to serve

as a living classroom for tree lovers of all ages, and this was the option that SFK
suggested when the giants first fell. You can still view an NBC Nightly News video
of the sequoia trees actually falling on the Trail of 100 Giants at this NBC Nightly
News link.

Youth Outreach Program: In our second year

of this program, Sequoia ForestKeeper®
scheduled a number of presentations about the
environment and forest in local classrooms for
grades K-12, and in addition went twice to
Bakersfield City School District’s Pauly
Elementary School, which is in an extremely
impoverished area where 100% of the students
are from families receiving government
assistance. During each of the school days, in
February and November, Programs Director
Valerie Cassity (pictured above) visited three classrooms of 4-5th grade students
and did readings of Dr. Seuss’s "The Lorax," as well as giving a presentation
about the sequoia trees and the forest that surrounds them.

DONATE NOW TO SUPPORT OUR YOUTH OUTREACH PROGRAM

"Martinis with Martin" (A Fundraiser): On June 21, 2012, SFK held an event to

honor our organization’s President,
environmental legend Martin Litton, who had
turned 95 in February. Over 100 guests came
to fete this great man who has made it his life’s
mission to protect and preserve the
environment. Pictured sitting with Martin is
Congressman George Miller.

Brand New SFK Website: In October, we launched SFK’s brand new website,

which includes useful links, information about our programs and successes, video
links, and much more. Please take a moment to check it out at
www.sequoiaForestKeeper®.org.

New Board Member: Sequoia ForestKeeper®

is thrilled to welcome Natalie Stauffer to our
Board of Directors! Natalie graduated from
UCLA in 2008 with a degree in Ecology,
Behavior and Evolution. Immediately after
graduation, Natalie came to Kernville to be one
of the three women who made up our second
summer intern team. Since then, Natalie has
worked as an Environmental Consultant and
then taught English to children in Thailand for a
year before returning to the US to begin her
Graduate studies at U.C. Berkeley earlier this
year. Natalie brings a fresh perspective to the SFK Board and has already
provided invaluable suggestions on moving our organization forward.

Coming up in 2013
Monument Management Plan and Specific Projects of Concern: SFK will be

focusing largely on the Monument management plan for the remainder of 2012
and in the coming year to ensure that the Forest Service truly protects the giant
sequoias and their neighbor species of the forest. The management plan was
released on September 7, and SFK has just completed our appeals of the
voluminous and faulty plan. We will keep our members and supporters apprised
of opportunities to stay involved by commenting on specific projects of concern,
attending important meetings, and making phone calls when necessary. You can
view the plan, our comments, our appeals, and our lawsuits that protect this
unique area and public lands nationwide on our new website.

GIS Mapping Program: We are also continuing our GIS analysis work and are

currently accepting applications for the position as GIS Director intern, who will
serve from April 29 to September 30, 2013 and direct three summer intern forest
monitors for the summer.
We have a lot of work to complete in 2013 and we need your support now more
than ever. Most of the foundations that have been the backbone of our financial
health for years are no longer able to grant as they have in the past, so it is up to
you, our members, to ensure that we can continue our important work to protect
the majestic sequoias and the forest that surrounds them.
If you are able, please consider making a donation that will keep our doors open
at this crucial time in the fight for a protective management plan for the Giant
Sequoia National Monument. For those who don’t have a lot to give, but still
want to contribute, our website gives you the option of a monthly payment or a
one-time donation. If you love the sequoias and believe in our mission to save

the sequoias, please give what you can. Every bit helps.

DONATE NOW TO HELP CONTINUE OUR FIGHT FOR MONUMENT PROTECTION

We are wishing everyone a happy and
healthy holiday season, and a
prosperous New Year!
Sincerely,
Valerie Cassity, Programs Director &
Ara Marderosian, Executive Director
Sequoia ForestKeeper® · P.O. Box 2134 · Kernville, CA · 93238
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