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 Help Stop Logging Bills in Congress 
 
In September of 2013, House Republicans passed a bill, HR 1526, that would suspend environmental laws 
to mandate a near-tripling of commercial logging levels on U.S. national forests, and severely increase 
post-fire logging. The bill is now under consideration in the Senate.  Meanwhile, Congressman Tom 
McClintock (R-Elk Grove, CA), proposed HR 3188 in the House.  This bill would override all federal 
environmental laws to mandate massive clearcutting across tens of thousands of acres in the Rim fire area 
on Stanislaus National Forest, as well as across Yosemite National Park, and federally-designated 
Wilderness areas.   
 
Anti-environmental Republicans, joined by some Democrats from logging regions, are attempting to use 
the public’s fear and misunderstanding of wildland fire to mount one of the most extreme attacks ever on 
our national forests, national parks, and wilderness areas. However, on November 1, 2013, a letter signed 
by over 250 scientists was sent to Congress, strongly opposing HR 1526 and HR 3188.  The scientists 
stated that both bills “would seriously undermine the ecological integrity of forest ecosystems on federal 
lands”, concluding:  
 
“[E]ven in patches where forest fires burned most intensely the resulting post-fire community is one of the most 
ecologically important and biodiverse habitat types in western conifer forests. Post-fire conditions serve as a 
refuge for rare and imperiled wildlife that depend upon the unique habitat features created by intense fire. These 
include an abundance of standing dead trees or ‘snags’ that provide nesting and foraging habitat for 
woodpeckers and many other wildlife species, as well as patches of native flowering shrubs that replenish soil 
nitrogen and attract a diverse bounty of beneficial insects that aid in pollination after fire. Small mammals find 
excellent habitat in the shrubs and downed logs, deer and elk browse on post-fire shrubs and natural conifer 
regeneration, bears eat the berries often found in substantial quantities after intense fire, and morel mushrooms, 
prized by many Americans, spring from the ashes in the most severely burned forest patches. This post-fire 
habitat, known as ‘complex early seral forest,’ is quite simply some of the best wildlife habitat in forests and is 
an essential stage of natural forest processes. Moreover, it is the least protected of all forest habitat types and is 
often as rare, or rarer, than old-growth forest, due to damaging forest practices encouraged by post-fire logging 
policies…We urge you to consider what the science is telling us: that post-fire habitats created by fire, including 
patches of severe fire, are ecological treasures rather than ecological catastrophes…” 
 
Your help is needed to stop HR 1526 and HR 3188.  What you can do: 
 

• Call your U.S. Senators and urge them to oppose HR 1526, or any “compromise” version of this 
bill; and call your Congressional Representative and urge them to oppose HR 3188, or any version 
of this bill.  Urge them to support an end to the timber sales program on federal forestlands.  The 
Capitol Switchboard number is:  202-224-3121. Ask friends and family members to call too. 
 

• Write a letter to the editor to your local newspapers (submission instructions can be found on your 
paper’s website), and ask friends to write too.  

 
 
For more information, please contact Chad Hanson, Ph.D. (cthanson1@gmail.com) of the John Muir 
Project of Earth Island Institute.  
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Ecologically-rich, post-fire habitat, naturally regenerating after intense fire. 
 
 

 
 
Devastation caused by post-fire logging, which removes nearly all wildlife habitat created by fire. 
 
 

 
 
Forest degradation caused by “mechanical thinning” on national forests, removing most habitat features 
needed by old forest wildlife species, such as spotted owls and Pacific fishers.    


